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  Table 9.1  	�Voter Turnout Rates across Demographic Groups in the 2012 Presidential 
Election

Characteristic Texas United States Minnesota Hawaii

Sex

Men
Women

43.4%
49.2%

54.4%
58.5%

68.9%
72.0%

45.7%
49.1%

Race/Ethnicity

White, non-Hispanic
African American
Asian
Hispanic

59.8%
61.1%
23.8%
27.7%

63.0%
62.0%
31.3%
31.8%

74.0%
49.2%
56.2%
32.5%

67.6%
N/A

43.7%
31.4%

Age

18–24
25–44
45–64
65–74
75+

22.5%
37.8%
55.6%
69.9%
68.1%

38.0%
49.5%
63.4%
71.1%
67.9%

57.0%
63.8%
76.6%
81.5%
79.2%

22.1%
36.6%
57.0%
59.1%
63.4%

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, “Reported Voting and Registration by Sex, Race, and Hispanic Origin, for States, November 2012,” 
table 4b, www.census.gov/hhes/www/socdemo/voting/publications/p20/2012/Table04b.xls (accessed September 8, 2014); U.S. Census Bureau, “Reported 
Voting and Registration of the Total Voting-Age Population, by Age, for States: November 2012,” table 4c, www.census.gov/hhes/www/socdemo/voting/
publications/p20/2012/Table04c.xls (accessed September 8, 2014). 

Note: N/A = Not available.

general; the state’s strain of extreme individualism can make voting seem more of a 
chore than a right to be exercised. Finally, the relatively weak organizational nature 
of Texas’s political parties limits their ability to mobilize voters. We will return to this 
theme in Chapter 10.

The rate of turnout in Texas is not consistent across demographic groupings such as 
race/ethnicity, gender, and age. To illustrate these differences, the 2012 presidential elec-
tion provides an example of the patterns of turnout in an election in Texas. Table 9.1 pro-
vides comparisons between Texas, the U.S. average, Minnesota, and Hawaii. Minnesota 
had the highest turnout in 2012, and Texas had the lowest.

Note the differences in the rates of voter turnout between various demographic 
groups. For example, men are less likely to vote than women at the national level. That 
trend holds in each of the three states in the comparison. Non-Hispanic whites typi-
cally voted more than other ethnic groups. These trends are consistent with national 
trends on turnout by gender and ethnic group. However, the presence of Barack Obama 
on the presidential ballot energized the African American community, and many com-
munities and states saw significant gains in African American voter turnout in 2008 
and 2012.


